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process is complete. The goods are then removed and
well washed.

Straw and straw-plait, as also the articles made from
them, are first steeped in a solution of caustic soda, and
afterwards submitted to the action of sulphur fumes. In
bleaching articles of this kind on a small scale, it is only
necessary to place them in a closely-fitting box, at the
bottom of which a shallow iron tray resting on sand or
garden mould may be placed. A few red-hot cinders
being put into the tray and a small piece of brimstone
laid upon them, the box is then carefully closed, and left
for a few hours, when the bleaching effects of the sulphur
will become apparent. It is hardly necessary to say that
inhaling the fumes of sulphur should be avoided, as they
are exceedingly irritating to the lungs.

Bleaching with chlorine, or a solution of chloride of
lime, is extensively adopted for whitening the materials
used in paper-making. In France chlorine gas is passed
direct from the generators in which the gas is liberated
into the cisterns containing the pulp. In England
a solution of chloride of lime is used for bleaching
paper-pulp, but this requires very careful and complete
washing to remove all trace of the bleaching liquor, other-
wise the fibre acquires a brownish tint when dry, and is
apt to become rotten in course of time.

DYEING.

The art of dyeing was clearly known at a very early
period of the world's history, as also was the kindred art
of calico-printing. According to Pliny, the Egyptians
practised the latter art at a very remote epoch, and indeed